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For anyone who has lost
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The 16th Catholic Church Synod of Holy Bishops was held at the Holy See

it

Synodal Church

For a
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The 16th Catholic Church Synod of Holy
Bishops was held at the Holy See from
September 22 to October 17, 2017. Pope
Francis officially opened the second phase
of the regular meeting of the Holy Synod
with a prayer at St. Peter's Square.

[ L n

Synod
20 21

|

| mission

During the opening, Pope Francis
emphasized the need for the Church to be
humble and synodal, guided by the Holy
Spirit, to fulfill its mission of peace and
forgiveness in the world. He reflected on
the synodal journey that had taken place.

His Holiness reminded the conference
participants that the Church has been
fulfilling God's mission for the people
since the time of the apostles. The Synod
included a three-year consultation to
gauge the views of Catholics worldwide.
Pope Francis opened what is commonly
referred to as the Episcopal Conference
to some of the faithful, including about 60
women among the 368 voters.

In his address at the Mass that officially
launched the conference, the Pope urged
the Church to continue on the synodal
path, emphasizing the importance of
prayer and listening. He highlighted the
necessity of listening to the people's voices
and treating one another with humility and
respect, as one would treat siblings.

On September 27, 2017, Pope Francis
declared a day of fasting and prayer for
world peace and human unity. On this day,
prayers were offered for Catholics facing
war, famine, and other dangers.
Representing the Catholic Church of
Ethiopia at the Synod, His Beatitude
Cardinal Abune Birhane Jesus and His
Beatitude Abune Markos, the Bishop

of Jimma Bonga Diocese, were present
during the sessions held from September
22 to October 17, 2017.

The Synod concluded on Sunday, October
17, 2017, with a closing Mass presided
over by Pope Francis in St. Peter's Basilica.
His Holiness continued the synodal
journey that began three years prior with
meetings at the national, regional, and
continental levels, culminating in 2016.
After the Vatican meeting in October, the
attendees expressed gratitude to God for
completing their joint journey.

At the closing Mass, Pope Francis
encouraged the faithful to emulate
Bartholomew by "entrusting our blindness
to the Lord" and to "become a missionary
Church that walks with the Lord on the
road of the world." The results of the synod
will be communicated to the faithful,
and the bishops have called on the entire
People of God to walk together in the joy
of Christ. Saint Paul VI established the
Holy Bishops' Conference of the Catholic
Church in 1965.

Pope Francis canonizes
14 new saints

In a Mass in St. Peter’s Square on Oct.
20, the pope declared three 19th-century
founders of religious orders and the 11
“Martyrs of Damascus” as saints to be
venerated by the global Catholic Church,
commending their lives of sacrifice,
missionary zeal, and service to the Church.
“These new saints lived Jesus’ way:
service,” Pope Francis said. “They made
themselves servants of their brothers and
sisters, creative in doing good, steadfast in
difficulties, and generous to the end.”

The newly canonized include St. Giuseppe
Allamano, a diocesan priest from Italy
who founded the Consolata missionary
orders, and St. Marie-Léonie Paradis, a
Canadian nun from Montreal known for
founding an order dedicated to the service
of priests.

Also among the saints are St. Elena
Guerra, hailed as an “apostle of the Holy
Spirit,” and St. Manuel Ruiz Lopez and
his seven Franciscan companions, all
martyred in Damascus in 1860 for refusing
to renounce their Christian faith.

The final three canonized are siblings, Sts.
Francis, Mooti, and Raphael Massabki,
lay Maronite Catholics martyred in Syria
along with the Franciscans.

Thousands of pilgrims prayed the Litany
of the Saints together in St. Peter’s Square
before Pope Francis declared the 14 as
enrolled among the saints “for the honor
of the Blessed Trinity, the exaltation of
the Catholic faith, and the increase of the
Christian life, by the authority of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, and of the holy apostles Peter
and Paul.”

“We confidently ask for their intercession
so that we too can follow Christ, follow
him in service, and become witnesses of

hope for the world,” the pope said.

In his homily, Pope Francis highlighted
how service embodied the lives of each of
the new saints. “When we learn to serve,”
he said, “our every gesture of attention
and care, every expression of tenderness,
every work of mercy becomes a reflection
of God’s love. And so we continue Jesus’
work in the world.”

The Gospel for the Mass was chanted in
Greek in addition to Latin in honor of the
11 Martyrs of Damascus.

Father Marwan Dadas, a Franciscan
friar from Jerusalem, was among those
who attended the canonization. He said
the testimony of the martyrs from the
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land
is especially meaningful to people who
are suffering due to the ongoing war and
violence in the region today.

“This is a good message to say that even
though we have challenges — and it
seems we have death continuously — we
still have the light of God that is helping
us and guiding us through these difficult
periods,” Dadas told CNA.

“It’s an important message for me, and
I hope it will be the message for all the
people of the Holy Land, not only the Holy
Land but for everybody. It is a message
from God saying that he is always with
us.”

St. Giuseppe Allamano: a missionary
heart

St. Marie-Léonie Paradis: ‘humble
among the humble’

St. Elena Guerra: an ‘apostle of the Holy
Spirit’

The Martyrs of Damascus. courageous
witnesses of faith

Training provided on Safeguarding of
Children and Vulnerable Adults

For the past four days, from October 24 to
27, 2024, training was provided to priests
and seminarians on the care and protection
of children and vulnerable adults at the
St. Francis Institute of Philosophy and
Theology in Addis Ababa.

The training was delivered by guests from
the Amisea office in Nairobi (Kenya),
namely the former Head of the Apostolic
Service of Amisea, Reverend Father
Emmanuel Chimombo, and his successor,
Reverend Father Florence Rutaiwa, Mr.
George Tuku, and Ms. Pauline Wanjiru.
On behalf of the Ethiopian Catholic
Bishops' Conference, Ms. Merhawit
explained the nature of the care and
protection of children and vulnerable
adults and provided a general overview of
the work that the Church has done and is
doing in this area.

Priests, especially those preparing
seminarians for the priesthood, received

the training on the first two days, Thursday
and Friday, while seminarians and sisters
studying at the institute received the
training on the weekend. Venerable Father
Chimombo led the Sunday Mass and
delivered the homily. In their sermon, they
said that deciding to follow the Lord is an
individual's choice and it is appropriate to
be prepared to accept the consequences of
that choice. The priests, seminarians, and
sisters expressed their satisfaction with
the training.

Reverend Abba  Abera  Makebo,
Deputy Secretary General and General
Representative for Apostolic Ministry
of the Ethiopian Catholic Bishops'
Conference, welcomed the guests and
participants and opened the training with
a prayer. Reverend Abba Abnet Abebe,
Coordinator of Family, Faithful and Youth
Apostolic Ministry, closed the program
with a prayer.

Visit from Ireland

On November 12, 2024, the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Ethiopia warmly
welcomed bishops from Ireland and a
team from Trocaire. Cardinal Abune
Berhaneyesus, along with General
Secretary of the CBCE Abba Ketema
Asfaw, CEO Ato Bekele Moges, and
Pastoral Program Coordinator Abba Abera
Makebo, held discussions with the visiting
delegation.

The visitors included the Archbishop
of Cashel and Emly, the Archbishop of
Dublin, the Bishop of Killaloe Diocese, the
Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin Diocese,
the Bishop of Kilmore Diocese, and the
Bishop of Ossory Diocese. They were
accompanied by the CEO, the Head of
Portfolio for Fragile and Conflict-Affected

States, the Church Outreach Manager, and
the Communication Director of Trocaire.
The discussions focused on the deep
historical,  religious, and cultural
connections between Ethiopia and the
Irish missionaries, as well as the pastoral
and social structure of the Ethiopian
Catholic Church. The group is visiting
Tigray and meet with the Bishop of
Adigrat to discuss ways to support the
region amid its current challenges.

The participants explored potential
collaborations, addressing pastoral and
social aspects of the Ethiopian Catholic
Church, as well as the socio-political
situation and the pursuit of peace in the
country.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16




14

Lin<

October 2024

Message of the Holy Father Francis for the XXXIX (39th)

World Youth Day 2024
Those who hope in the Lord will run and not be weary (cf. Is 40:31)

Dear young people!

Last year we set out on the path of hope
towards the Great Jubilee by reflecting
on Saint Paul’s words, “Rejoice in hope”
(Rom 12:12). In order to prepare ourselves
for the Jubilee pilgrimage of 2025, this
year we can take inspiration from the
prophet Isaiah, who says: “Those who
hope in the Lord... will run and not be
weary” (Is 40:31). These words are taken
from the so-called Book of Consolation (Is
40-55), which heralds the end of Israel’s
exile in Babylon and the beginning of a
new age of hope and rebirth for God’s
people, who can return to their homeland
thanks to a new “highway” that the Lord
is presently opening up for his children
(cf. Is 40:3).

Today, we too live in times marked by
dramatic situations that generate despair
and prevent us from looking to the future
with serenity: the tragedy of war, social
injustices, inequalities, hunger and the
exploitation of human beings and the
natural environment. Often the ones who
pay the highest price are precisely young
people. You sense the uncertainty of the
future and are not sure about where your
dreams will lead. In this way, you can be
tempted to live without hope, as prisoners
of boredom, depression and even be drawn
to risk-taking and destructive behaviors
(cf. Spes Non Confundit, 12). For this
reason, dear young people, I would like
the message of hope to come to you, as
was the case with Israel in Babylon.
Today too, the Lord is opening a highway
before you, and he invites you to set out
on it with joy and hope.

1. The pilgrimage of life and its

challenges

The prophet Isaiah speaks of “walking
without tiring”. Let us reflect then on
these two realities: walking and tiredness.
Our life is a pilgrimage, a journey that
pushes us beyond ourselves, a journey in
search of happiness. The Christian life in
particular is a pilgrimage towards God,
our salvation and the fullness of every
good thing. Our goals, achievements
and successes along the way, if they
remain only material, will, after an initial
moment of satisfaction, still leave us
hungry, longing for something greater.
They cannot completely satisfy our soul,
because we were created by One who is
infinite; as a result, we have an innate
desire for transcendence, a constant
restless drive towards the fulfillment of
higher aspirations, towards “even more”.
That is why, as I have often said to you,
“looking at life from a balcony” is not
enough for you young people.

Still, it is normal that, while we set out
on our journeys with enthusiasm, sooner
or later we will begin to feel tired. In
some cases, anxiety and inner fatigue are
brought on by social pressures, the need
to attain certain levels of success in our
studies, our work and our personal life.
This produces certain despondency, as we
live running from one thing to another in
an empty “activism” that makes us fill our
days with a thousand things and, in spite
of this, feel that we never manage to do

enough and never quite measure up. This
tiredness is often accompanied by a certain
ennui, the apathy and dissatisfaction that
affects those who never set out, choose,
decide, take risks, preferring to remain
in their own comfort zone, closed in on
themselves, seeing and judging the world
from a distance, without ever “dirtying
their hands” with problems, with other
people, with life itself. This kind of
tiredness is a kind of wet cement in which
we stand; eventually it hardens, weighs us
down, paralyzes us and prevents us from
moving forward. I prefer the tiredness of
those who are moving forward, not the
ennui of those who stand still with no
desire to move!

The solution to tiredness, oddly enough,
is not to stand still and rest. It is to set
out and become pilgrims of hope. This is
my invitation to you: walk in hope! Hope
overcomes all weariness, every crisis
and every worry. It gives us a powerful
incentive to press forward, for it is a gift
received from God himself. The Lord
fills our life with meaning, sheds light
on our path and shows us its ultimate
direction and goal. The Apostle Paul uses
the image of an athlete in the stadium
racing to receive the prize of victory
(cf. 1 Cor 9:24). Those of you who have
taken part in a sports competition — not
just as spectators but as athletes — know
how much inner strength it takes to reach
the finish line. Hope is precisely a new
kind of strength that God instills in us,
enabling us to persevere in the race, to see
beyond present difficulties and to press
forward to the goal of communion with
him and the fullness of eternal life. If a
beautiful goal exists, if life has an ultimate
meaning, if nothing of what I dream, plan
and accomplish will ever be lost, then
it is worth the effort to keep walking,
exerting ourselves, overcoming obstacles
and fatigue, because the ultimate prize is
magnificent beyond measure!

2. Pilgrims in the desert

In the pilgrimage of life, there will
inevitably be challenges to face. In earlier
times, long pilgrimages involved coping
with changing seasons and climates,
crossing pleasant meadows and cool
forests, but also snow-capped mountains
and parched deserts. Even for those who
are believers, the pilgrimage of life and
the journey to our ultimate goal can prove
tiring, as the journey through the desert
to the Promised Land was for the people
of Israel.

And for all of you! Those who have
received the gift of faith know happy
moments when we can feel God’s presence
and closeness, but other moments too,
when we experience the desert. It can
happen that our initial enthusiasm for
school or work, or for following Christ
— whether in marriage, the priesthood
or consecrated life — can be followed by
moments of crisis, that make life seem
like a difficult trek in the desert. Those
times of crisis, however, are not wasted or
useless: they can become important times
of growth. They are moments when hope
is purified! In crises, many false “hopes”,

hopes too small for our heart, fade into
significance; they are revealed for what
they are and we find ourselves alone in
facing the fundamental questions of life,
with no illusions. And in those times, each
of'us can ask: what are the hopes on which
I have based my life? Are they real hopes
or simply mirages?

At those times, the Lord does not abandon
us. Like a father, he draws near to us
and constantly gives us the bread that
renews our strength for the journey. Let us
remember that to the people in the desert
he gave manna (cf. Ex 16) and to the
prophet Elijah, weary and discouraged,
he twice offered bread and water, so that
he could walk for “forty days and forty
nights to Horeb, the mountain of God” (cf.
1 Kings 19:3-8). In those biblical stories,
the faith of the Church has seen prefigured
the precious gift of the Eucharist, the true
manna, the true food for the journey, that
God gives us to sustain us on our way. As
Blessed Carlo Acutis said, the Eucharist
is the highway to heaven. Carlo made
the Eucharist his most important daily
appointment! In this way, in union with
the Lord, we can walk without tiring, for
he is walking alongside us (cf. Mt 28:20).
I encourage all of you to rediscover the
great gift of the Eucharist!

In those inevitable moments of fatigue in
our pilgrimage in this world, let us learn,
then, to rest like Jesus and in Jesus. He
told his disciples to rest after they returned
from their mission (cf. Mk 6:31); he also
recognizes your own need for bodily
rest, time for recreation, for enjoying
the company of friends, for sports and
for sleep. Yet there is a deeper kind of
rest, the repose of the soul, which many
seek and few find, for it is to be found in
Christ alone. Realize that all your inner
weariness can find repose in the Lord,
who says to you: “Come to me, all you
that are weary and carrying heavy burdens
and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). When
the weariness of the journey weighs you
down, come back to Jesus, learn to rest in
him and abide with him, for “those who
hope in the Lord... will run and not be
weary” (Is 40:31).

3. From tourists to pilgrims

Dear young people, I am inviting you to set
out on a journey, to discover life along the
path of love, and to seek the face of God.
My advice to you is this: do not set out as
mere tourists, but as true pilgrims. Do not
be like superficial sightseers, blind to the
beauty around you, never discovering the
meaning of the roads you take, interested
only in a few fleeting moments to capture
in a selfie. Tourists do this. Pilgrims, on
the other hand, immerse themselves fully
in the places they encounter, listen to the
message they communicate, and make
them a part of their quest for happiness
and fulfillment. The Jubilee pilgrimage is
meant to be the outward sign of an inward
journey that all of us are called to make
towards our final destination.

With these attitudes, let us all prepare
for the Jubilee Year. I trust that many
of you will be able to come to Rome on
pilgrimage to pass through the Holy Doors.

In any case, everyone will be able to make
this pilgrimage in his or her local Church,
by visiting its churches and shrines that
preserve the faith and devotion of God’s
holy and faithful people. It is my hope
that this Jubilee pilgrimage will become
for each of us “a moment of genuine,
personal encounter with the Lord Jesus,
the ‘Door’ of our salvation’ (Spes Non
Confundit, 1). I encourage you to approach
this experience with three fundamental
attitudes. First, thanksgivings, with hearts
open to praise God for his many gifts,
especially the gift of life. Then, a spirit of
seeking, as an expression of our heart’s
unquenchable thirst to encounter the Lord.
And finally, penance, which helps us to
look within, to acknowledge the wrong
paths and decisions we have at times taken
and, in this way, to be converted to the
Lord and to the light of his Gospel.

4. Pilgrims of hope for the
mission

Allow me to leave you with one more
evocative image to guide your journey.
Those who visit Saint Peter’s Basilica in
Rome cross the great square surrounded
by the colonnade built by the celebrated
architect and sculptor Gian Lorenzo
Bernini. The entire colonnade appears as
two open arms, an image of the Church,
our mother, who embraces all her children.
In this coming Holy Year of Hope, I invite
all of you to experience the embrace of our
merciful God, to experience his pardon and
the forgiveness of all our “interior debts”,
as in the biblical tradition of the jubilee
years. In this way, embraced by God and
born again in him, you too can become
open arms to embrace your many friends
and peers who need to feel, through your
welcome, the love of God the Father. May
each of you give even just “a smile, a warm
gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready
ear, a good deed, in the knowledge that,
in the Spirit of Jesus, these can become,
for those who receive them, rich seeds of
hope” (ibid., 18), and thus become tireless
missionaries of joy.

As we press forward, let us lift our gaze, in
faith, to the saints who have gone before
us on the journey, who have reached
the goal and now encourage us by their
testimony: “I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. From now on, there is reserved for
me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will give
me on that day; and not only to me, but
also to all those who have longed for his
appearing” (2 Tim 4:7-8). The example of
so many saints, men and women, impels
and sustains us.

Courage! All of you have a special place
in my heart. I entrust your journey to
the Virgin Mary, so that, following her
example, you may be able to look forward
with patience and confidence to the
fulfillments of all your hopes, even now, as
you persevere in your journey as pilgrims
of hope and of love.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 29 August
2024, Memorial of the Martyrdom of Saint
John the Baptist.

This page is sponsored by CRS

“Jesus defined eternal life saying, “This is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent” John 17:3
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Catholic social teaching is a wealth
of wisdom for building a just society
and living a life of holiness amidst the
challenges of modern society. Based
on the Bible and Church tradition, this
teaching is built on key principles.

Its main purpose is to consider, see and
pay attention to the lifestyle of human
beings of this era and what God expects
from human beings by emphasizing the
theological and moral thinking behind
social justice. While this social teaching
is very important and has the potential to
bring meaningful change on earth; it is not
being seen as it should be in the church and
other institutions under the auspices of the
church, such as schools, health institutions
and others. It is observed that several
organizations in the globe extracted some
ideas from the CST and insert it in their
own objectives and they achieve their
significant  organizational  objectives.
Things rarely resonate with the owners
of the issue and are rarely implemented
within the church and institutions under
the umbrella of the church. Therefore,
the purpose of this short article is that if
all the institutions under the umbrella of
the Church make this teaching a part of
their work and implement it, I believe
that it is definitely possible to bring about
a meaningful change in attitude and
thinking that emanate broad perception,
strong will and intuition. What [ am trying
to do here is not to generate new ideas, but
to enhance this great teaching and remind
us to work together to bring about a better
change.

We will continue to look at the main
principles of Catholic social teaching with
detailed explanations and relevant biblical
references.

1. Human life and dignity

This principle emphasizes the inherent
dignity and sanctity of every human life
from conception to natural death. Every
human being is created in the image and
likeness of God and deserves respect and
protection.

Human dignity is a fundamental principle
in Catholic social teaching, and it says
that every human being is created in

Ty,

the image and likeness of God and has

inherent worth and dignity. Genesis 1:26-

27 This honor proves that it is an internal

and inviolable honor, which means that

one of the main things that are important
to our human being is respect for each
other, regardless of the circumstances
and actions, when this natural entity is
distorted, the whole heart of the human
being be broken; his soul be sad and his
flesh be sick. A humiliated person whose
human dignity has been affected will be
mentally damaged more than people who
wander without food, shelter and clothing
or who are displaced by natural or man-

made disasters. The personality of a

human person would be affected, as soon

as her/his dignity affected.

* "And God created mankind in His image,

and in the image of God He created them

male and female." Genesis 1:27

* "l knew you before I formed you in the

womb, I set you apart before you were

born, and I appointed you as a prophet to

the nations." Jeremiah 1:5

The king replied, "I tell you the truth,

what you did to one of the least of these

brothers and sisters of mine, you did to

me." Matthew 25:40

In this principle, Catholic social teaching

supports the idea that every person needs

respect and protection and deserves the
opportunity to fully develop these issues
as a human being what she/he strives to
expand. It calls for the recognition of
the unique value of each individual and
emphasizes that human life is sacred from
conception to natural death. This inner
dignity is the foundation of human rights
and is a central issue for social justice.

Wherever human dignity is affected/

humiliated, talking about social justice is

worthless.

Importance of these principles:

* As the foundation of human rights:
Human dignity is the cornerstone of
human rights, so it emphasizes that
all human beings should have their
basic needs fulfilled and live free from
oppression and injustice.

e Promotes Social Justice: Recognizing
the inherent worth of each person, this

principle motivates efforts to combat
poverty, inequality and discrimination.
It requires the creation of social
conditions that allow individuals to
reach their full potential.

e It is an ethical framework: 1t is
presented as an ethical framework
for evaluating social, economic and
political systems. Policies and actions
are judged on the extent to which
they uphold and promote the human
dignity of every person. Without
human dignity, any policy and action is
meaningless. Any political, economic
and social thought or doctrine that
ignores the rights of human beings will
remain a voiceless cry.

e It is the foundation of community
and  solidarity: Recognizing the
dignity of each person fosters a
sense of community and solidarity. It
encourages us to see others as brothers
and sisters, helping us to increase love
and compassion.

* Guides Moral Decision Making:
This principle helps us make ethical
decisions by reminding us to treat
others with respect and consider the
impact of our actions on their well-
being. Any one's decision, whether
individual or group, should firstly
violate human dignity.

2. A call to family, community

and participation

Family is a basic social institution and

participation in community life is very

crucial. As a human being is a social being,
it is his inevitable nature to live together.

* Human beings are not only sacred but

also social. The family is a central social
institution that must be supported and
strengthened. People have the right and
duty to participate in society.
* The Lord God said: "It is not good for
man to be alone; what suits them, let us
create an assistant for him.” Genesis 2:18
* "As we have many members in one
body, and the work of all the members is
not the same, so too When we are many,
we are one body in Christ, and members
of each other we are.” Romans 12:4-5

"And God blessed them, and said to them,
“Be many, multiply, and fill the earth,
subdue it; Rule the fish of the sea and the
birds of the air and everything that moves
on the earth.” Genesis 1:28

This section establishes the inner dignity
of each person created in God's image It
highlights for human beings to respect
each other. He was created from the
responsibility of God so that we can love
and take care of the earth and its whole,
not to create enmity with each other. It
was not for him to perish and destroy
creature. Therefore, knowing this, let
us give the respect and love that human
beings deserve, and let us protect and take
care of other creatures. .

"When I saw the heavens, the work of
your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which you have made; What is a person to
think about? What is a human being that
you visit him? You made him less than
the angels. You crowned him with glory
and praise. You appointed him over all the
work of your hands. You put everything
under his feet. Psalm 8:3-5

My brothers, don't be partial to the faith of
our Lord Jesus Christ. If a man wearing a
gold ring and wearing fine clothes enters
your assembly, and a poor man wearing
dirty clothes also enters, and you look at
the one wearing fine clothes and say to
him, "Sit here in a good place,” and if
you say to the poor man, "You stand over
there, or sit under my footstool," are you
not separated? Are you not judges who
have evil intentions? Listen, my beloved
brothers; Hasn't God chosen the poor of
this world to inherit the kingdom that
God has given to those who love him to
become rich in faith?

James 2:1-5

This section condemns discrimination and
demands that all individuals be treated
equally, recognizing their inherent dignity.
This teaching clearly shows us that it is
absolutely forbidden to discriminate,
benefit or harm a person based on his
poverty, wealth, race, tribe, language,
religion, political opinion, or any reason.
As many verses of the Bible show us that
Jesus Christ came from heaven from his
Father to restore the honor that mankind
lost in the Garden of Eden due to Satan.
Especially the actions he took in dealing
with the poor and marginalized people
and the teachings he taught highlight the
thoughts of Christ.

These verses show Jesus' commitment to
uplifting the poor, the marginalized, and
the socially disadvantaged, thus affirming
the inherent dignity of every human being.
"There is neither Jew nor Gentile, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither man
nor woman; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus." Galatians 3:28

This part of the Bible emphasizes the
equal dignity of all people regardless of
social and cultural differences. Embracing
the principle of human dignity, Catholic
social teaching calls us to recognize
and protect the intrinsic worth of each
individual, emphasizing that our actions
must be capable of fostering a just
and compassionate society. Therefore,
brothers and sisters, give honor to human
beings above all else under the Creator.
For the human being is a noble being
created in the image of God.

to be continued
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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love

one another. John 13:34

)
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