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January
For the rigit to an
education

Let us pray for migrants,
refugees and those
affected by war, that their
right to an education,
which s necessary to
build a better world, might
always he respectedl.
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Message of His Eminence Cardinal Berhaneyesus President of Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Ethiopia to all Faithful for the Solemnity of the
Nativity of the Lord - January 2024

In The Name of The Father and of The
Son and of The Holy Spirit. Amen!

“But when the
fullness of the time
came, God sent
forth his Son, born
of a woman, born

under the law”
(Galatians 4:4)

Excellency Bishops,

Reverend Fathers, Religious Men and
Women,

All People of Good Will,

All People of God,

All Ethiopians and Ethiopian Diaspora
Communities

To all the faithful and the family of God
preparing to celebrate the Nativity of our
Lord, I extend my heartfelt wishes for a
peaceful and joyful celebration of the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As
we mark this sacred occasion, I send you
this pastoral message to express my deep
gratitude to God for His grace and mercy,
which have allowed us to gather in safety
and unity to celebrate this momentous day.
Each year, we come together to celebrate
the Nativity of the Lord, a birth unlike
any other. While it is customary to
commemorate the birthdays of individuals
who have made significant contributions
to specific fields or to humanity, the birth
of Christ invites us to reflect on something
far greater. This celebration calls us to ask:
What did Christ accomplish? What did He
teach? What did He bring to the world?
Such questions deepen our understanding
of the profound significance of Christ's
Nativity.

As we celebrate His birth, our thoughts
should encompass not only His arrival
but also His baptism, His teachings, His
miracles, His suffering, His death, and His
glorious resurrection. These reflections
reveal the fullness of His life and the
boundless love He brought to humanity.
Our celebration today should extend
beyond the life within the church, reaching
into our families and communities. In the
Gospels, we see the Pharisees frequently
opposing the teachings of Christ. What
lessons can we draw from their actions?
This is an opportunity for us to examine
our own lives and identify moments where
we might reflect similar attitudes.

As we celebrate the Nativity of the Lord,
we are reminded of Christ's words:
“Unless you become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of God”
(Matthew 18:3). Just as children depend

on their parents or guardians, the Nativity
of Christ invites us to recognize and
embrace our dependence on God.

When we fully grasp this truth, the
significance of Christ’s birth shines
brightly in our hearts, filling us with joy
and bringing profound meaning to our
lives.

Two thousand years ago, the apostles left
behind their daily lives to follow Christ,
captivated by His presence and teachings.
Christmas, therefore, is a glorious
occasion for us to reflect on how much
space Christ holds in our own daily lives.
It is a time to bridge the gap between our
celebrations and our daily living, carrying
the spirit of the holiday into our hearts
and actions throughout the year. When
our Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross,
a Roman centurion declared, “Truly, He
was the Son of God” (Matthew 27:54).
This powerful testimony reminds us that
the Nativity is not just the celebration of
a remarkable figure’s birth but the birth of
the very Son of God. This understanding
elevates the Nativity far above the
commemoration of worldly greatness. In
essence, Christmas is truly celebrated in
our hearts and within our society when we
seek to know and live out the works and
teachings of Christ.

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
entered human history, transcending the
boundaries of time. The Creator of time
and the Lord of all entered our world to
dwell among us. As humans, we often
dwell on the past, filled with memories
that may bring regret or sorrow. We
also look to the future with hope, but at
times with fear and uncertainty. In these
moments, it is our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, whose birth we celebrate today,
who brings us comfort. He is the One who
redeems us from the sorrows of the past,
healing our wounds, and who delivers us
from the fears of the future, giving us hope
and assurance. As Saint Paul reminds us
in his letter to the Romans, “In this hope
we were saved” (Romans 8:24). It is the
child Jesus, born in a humble manger,
who saves and comforts us. He is the Son
of God, who came to visit and redeem
humanity, the very creation made in His
image and likeness.

In our time, humanity often acts as though
it can achieve anything without God.
Yet, this self-reliance leads to darkness
and destructive thoughts, leaving many
immersed in confusion and despair.
Devoid of God's presence, people lose
the true meaning of life and attempt to
fill the void with fleeting, worldly things
that offer no lasting peace. In this state,
morality is devalued, the grace of sharing
is denied, and the pursuit of power,
honor, and comfort takes precedence
over human dignity. Despite acquiring

much, humanity struggles to live with
moderation, forgetting to say, "enough."
Compassion for the hungry and oppressed,
who are created in God's image and
likeness, fades away. Without faith, hope,
and love, neither individuals nor societies
can endure. A life or society that refuses
to make room for God cannot make room
for hope. Human philosophies, while
valuable, have their limits. When touched
and blessed by God, however, they can
achieve far greater things and lead us
toward true fulfillment.

Humanity was created for true happiness
and eternal life, and Christmas brings us
the joyful news of this truth. The Lord, the
source of all joy, was born to fill our lives
with gladness and to free us from the pain
of loneliness. The light that dispels our
darkness has come, and the wisdom that
overcomes our ignorance has been born.
The Lord who saves us from selfishness
came to offer us life, and Emmanuel, “God
with us,” was born to free us from fear.
Let us open the doors and windows of our
hearts to let this good news bring comfort
to our families and homes. Let us cherish
this message, storing it as a treasure in the
depths of our hearts. When we do so, the
birth of the Lord will become the guiding
light that directs the course of our lives.
Dear Faithful, let us pray that this
celebration of the Lord’s birth strengthens
our faith, inspires us to strive for justice,
and fills our hearts with compassion
for those in need. May this Nativity
celebration draw us closer to God and
remind us that true joy is found in Him
alone. Let the words of the prophet Isaiah
echo in our hearts:

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given, and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty
God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace. If the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end. To
establish his kingdom with judgment
and righteousness from henceforth even
forever. And he shall sit upon the throne of
David, ruling over his land: for the zeal of
the Lord God, the Everlasting Father, will
accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:5-6).

This prophetic message should resonate
deeply with us as we reflect on the Nativity.
It challenges us to ask: Amid humanity's
advancements in knowledge, technology,
and other fields, how much have we
progressed in morality, kindness, and
goodness? We must ask ourselves further:
How far have we moved away from war,
hatred, envy, injustice, and deceit? If
these remain unresolved, can we truly say
humanity has grown? Humanity cannot
fully understand itself merely by studying
the world around it. True self-discovery
comes from examining our hearts and

recognizing that Christ, the source of life,
is the One who lifts us from misery and
rescues us from the abyss into which we
have fallen. As we celebrate His birth,
let us remember that the newborn child
invites us to grow alongside Him. This
celebration reminds us that the Lord has
come, enabling us to achieve what we
cannot accomplish on our own.

When our Savior, Jesus Christ, was
born, the angelic proclamation of “peace
on earth” resonated across the world,
underscoring the profound importance
of peace. However, true peace is not
achieved merely through external actions
or aspirations—it is cultivated through
acts of justice and righteousness that
reflect genuine love for one another.
There is no greater path to peace than
living by the principle of seeing others
as ourselves and refraining from doing
to others what we would not want done
to us. This foundational truth guides us
toward harmony and mutual respect
in our relationships and communities.
Therefore, it is the enduring hope and
prayer of our Church that this justice and
righteousness, which are essential for a
peaceful and meaningful life, take root
and flourish in our countries, guiding us
all toward unity and peace.

Since all are equal before God, He created
humanity to live on this fertile earth in
peace and happiness. It is the will of God
that His creation thrives in harmony, free
from division and strife. Our Church
continuously prays for the removal of
evil and hatred from our land and for our
country to be abundantly blessed. May
the God of peace grant us His divine
peace, love, and unity. We fervently
pray that suffering and hardship, sorrow
and misery, war and persecution be
banished from our nation. May peace and
love reign among our people, bringing
healing, hope, and prosperity to all.
Finally, may this holiday be a time of
peace and joy, filled with compassion and
understanding. May the sick find healing,
and may God grant peace and tranquility
to those in distress and suffering. May He
comfort those exiled from their homeland
and homes, remember those in prisons,
and bring solace to the sorrowful. May
He encourage children who have lost
their parents and welcome the departed
into His eternal kingdom.

May the baby Jesus, the King of Peace,
bless our country and the entire world
with His peace.

Wishing you all a blessed Feast of the
Solemnity of the Nativity of Jesus Christ.
+ Cardinal Berhaneyesus D. Souraphiel
M

Metropolitan Catholic Archbishop of
Addis Abeba

President of CBCE & Chancellor of ECU

This page is sponsored by CAFOD/SCIAF/TROCAIRE
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"When they came into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and

worshiped him." Matthew 2:11
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“let your light
shine?” Mt 5 - 16
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Called to be a healing presence at the heart of a wounded world
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