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AUGUST
FOR POLITICAL LEADERS

Let us pray that political
leaders he at the service

of their own people,

working for integral
human development and
the common good, taking
caring of those who have
lost their jobhs and giving

priority to the poor.
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Pope Francis prayers for victims of the landslides in Ethiopia,
lamenting that while calamities and hunger continue
worldwide, the manufacture and sale of weapons fuel wars and
human suffering.

Ethiopian Church on frontline of relief efforts in mudslide area
Speaking at the conclusion of the Sunday Angelus, Pope Francis offered his prayers
for the victims of the large landslide that swept through a village in southern
Ethiopia. He said he is close to the suffering people and to those rescue workers
providing assistance. The death toll of 257 victims continues to rise following the two
devastating landslides in Gofa Zone, Southern Ethiopia, while the population affected
is in desperate need of humanitarian aid. The first landslide in the remote mountainous
locality of Kencho Shacha Gozdi was triggered by heavy rains on 21 and 22 July, and
the second engulfed those who had gathered to rescue people.

Vatican News
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Ethiopian Catholic Bishops Embark on
Ad Limina Visit to Rome

The  Ethiopian  Catholic  Bishops
Conference went to the Holy See in
Rome for their quinquennial Ad Limina
visit with Pope Francis. This pilgrimage
allows the Bishops to renew their bonds
with the Holy Father, visit the tombs of
Saints, explore Vatican Dicastery, and
share updates on the Ethiopian Catholic
Church, including both its triumphs and
its struggles.

The Ad Limina visit commenced on June
22, 2024, with two days of retreat and
reflection. The Ad Limina visit continues
with a series of meetings with Vatican
Dicasteries. These meetings aim to align
the Ethiopian Church's thinking with that
of the Holy See and Pope Francis.

As part of their visit, the Bishops
visited the Pontifical Ethiopian College
in Vatican, an institution with over a
century of history. They met with college
officials and students, fostering a sense of
community and connection.

The Ad Limina visit was concluded on
June 28, 2024, with a celebration of

Mass at Saint Peter's Basilica. Following
the Mass, the Bishops hold an extended
meeting with the Pope to discuss
fundamental Church matters. With Pope
Francis's guidance and support, the Ad
Limina visit served to strengthen the
Ethiopian Church's dedication to its
mission.

This Ad Limina visit holds particular
significance as it marks the return of His
Excellency Abune Tesfaselasie, Bishop of
Eparchy of Adigrat, who was unable to
attend previous Bishops gatherings for the
past four years due to the ongoing conflict
in Ethiopia.

While the Ad Limina visit typically
occurs every five years, this gathering
was postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic. As a result, this marks the first
Ad Limina visit for Ethiopian Bishops in
ten years in the presence of all Ethiopian
Bishops united in prayer for peace in the
Church and the Nation.

The Ethiopian Catholic Church
Welcomes New Bishop for
Vicariate of Nekemte

The Holy Father has appointed the
Reverend Fr. Getahun Fanta Shikune,
C.M., until now spiritual director of the
Lazarist School of Addis Ababa and
spiritual director of the Daughters of
Charity in Ethiopia, as vicar apostolic of
Nekemte, Ethiopia on 16 July 2024.

Fr. Getahun Fanta Shikune, C.M., was
born on 25 February 1973 in Aleku Sassi,
West Wollega, in the apostolic vicariate
of Nekemte. He was awarded a master’s
degree in human resources from DePaul
University, Chicago, United States of
America.

He entered the seminary of the
Congregation of the Mission and studied
at Saint Francis Capuchin Institute of
Philosophy and Theology in Addis Ababa.
He was ordained a priest on 1 July 2001.

Fr. Getahun Served as parish priest at
Holy Saviour, Sako, and Saint Mary,
Metcha. Led the major seminary of his
Institute and served two terms (2010-2013
& 2013-2016) as superior of the Province
of Ethiopia for the Congregation of the
Mission. Currently, he is the director of
the Lazarist School of Addis Ababa and
spiritual director of the Daughters of
Charity of Ethiopia.

This appointment marks the third bishop
named by the Holy See in 2024, joining
Bishop Lukas of Emdibir and Bishop
Dejene of Soddo. The Ethiopian Catholic
Bishops Conference expresses heartfelt
congratulations on the appointment of Fr.
Getahun Fanta.

Ethiopian Catholic Church Adigrat Diocese Staff
Visit Headquarters

On June 21, 2016, Adigrat Diocese
leadership and  staffs met with
representatives from the Ethiopian
Catholic Church Bishops’ Conference
General Secretariat for an experience
-sharing workshop.

The purpose of the visit, as explained
by Ato Alem, Head of Programs for the
Adigrat Diocese’s Social Development
Department, was to reflect on the
challenges faced over the past four
years and to strengthen and encourage
the Diocese. The visit also focused on
exploring options to improve the diocese's
organizational structure, financial and
human resource management, and
technology-based support.

Ato Bekele Moges, Head of Social
Development for the Ethiopian Catholic
Church Bishops’ Conference General
Secretariat, welcomed the Adigrat
delegation and opened the experience-
sharing workshop by introducing the
General Secretariat staff from the
presented department. The General
Secretariat staff presented an overview of
the Ethiopian Catholic Church's ten-year
plan and the progress made, ongoing, and
planned for each work area in Programs,
operations, finance, HRM and Information
technology.

The workshop concluded with a question-
and-answer session and the establishment
of future directions.
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The Episcopal ordination of Reverend
Father Dejene Hidoto Gamo, OFM Cap,
has been announced for
September 15, 2024, at Holy Trinity
Catholic Cathedral in Soddo

Father Dejene, the newly appointed
shepherd for the Vicariate of Soddo,
succeeds  Bishop  Tsegaye, whose
resignation prompted the appointment of
Bishop Seyoum of Hosanna as interim
leader. Father Dejene's selection ensured
a seamless transition and continued strong
leadership for the Catholic Church in
Soddo.

His Eminence Cardinal Berhaneyesus,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Addis Ababa
and President of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Ethiopia, will serve as the
Consecrator for the Episcopal ordination.
His Excellency Abune Seyoum and His
Excellency Abune Angelo Pagano will
join as co-consecrators. The ordination is
expected to be a grand gathering of the
Catholic community, with the attendance
of all Bishops, Priests, Religious, and the
faithful.

A Capuchin Franciscan priest born on
March 21, 1972, Wolaita, Ethiopia, Father
Dejene currently serves as the Pastoral
Coordinator of the Vicariate of Soddo.

His journey to priesthood began with
education at Boditti Elementary and
Junior Secondary School, followed by
Boditti High School, and culminated
in ordination in 2000 after completing
Philosophical and Theological studies.
Father Dejene's service is marked by
diverse roles, including parish priest,
social welfare directorof the Capuchins,
chaplain, guardian, and director of
a technical and vocational training
institute. His dedication to both spiritual
and academic growth is evident in his
achievements, which include earning
a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and
Social Anthropology from Addis Ababa
University and a Master of Arts in Public
Ethics from St. Paul University in Ottawa,
Canada. He further enriched his pastoral
experience with a year in Quebec City,
Canada.

Father Dejene’s commitment to his faith
and community is reflected in his ongoing
service and leadership.

Nuncio Expresses Gratitude
for His Service in Ethiopia

Addis Ababa, July 18, 2024 — Archbishop
Antoine Camilleri, the Apostolic Nuncio
to Ethiopia, expressed heartfelt gratitude
for his four years of service during a
farewell Mass held at the Holy Savior
Catholic Church.

In his address, Archbishop Camilleri
commended the Ethiopian people for their
warm hospitality and unwavering support.
He highlighted his visits to all dioceses
in the country and expressed profound
respect for the work of the Catholic
community. As he prepares to assume a
new role in Cuba, the Nuncio requested
the continued prayers of the Ethiopian
people.

His Grace further added, “I would also
like to thank the Ethiopian government
and people and pray that God blesses
Ethiopia.”

His Eminence Cardinal Berhaneyesus
Souraphiel, the Metropolitan Archbishop
of Addis Ababa and President of Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Ethiopia, also
expressed his sincere appreciation on
behalf of the Ethiopian Catholic Church
and the Catholic community of Ethiopia
for His Grace’s service to Ethiopia.

The Cardinal stated, “The presence of the
Apostolic Nuncio in our country has been
a great blessing, not only for us Catholics
but for all Ethiopian Community.” He
wished the Nuncio all the best in his new
assignment.

The farewell Mass was organized by the
Superior Generalate of the Ethiopian
Catholic Religious Orders.

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their. trespasses,

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)




14

July 2024

Training on Safeguarding of Children and
Vulnerable Adults for AMECEA Church
Leadership

The Association of Member Episcopal
Conferences in  Eastern  Africa
(AMECEA) secretariat hold a Training
on Safeguarding for AMECEA Church
Leadership that took place from st July
to 4th July 2024 at Roussel House, Donum
Dei, Karen in Nairobi.

It was an invitation to the Leadership
of the Church to interact and give their
advice on how best the document motu
proprio «Vos Estis Lux Mundi»»> can be

expedited in the region.

«Vos Estis Lux Mundi»> (You are the Light
of the World) is an apostolic letter of Pope
Francis that established new procedural
norms to combat sexual abuse and ensure
that bishops and religious superiors are
held accountable for their actions. It
establishes universal norms, which apply
to the whole church.

The seminar explored the following
topics in details: Exploring Protection:

- . | J ;._ﬁi’

Concerns among Children and Vulnerable
Adults; Responding to Abuse: a Pastoral

Concern that includes commitments
and resolutions. In this workshop Abba

National Director for Family, Laity and
Youth Ministry participated as a delegate
for CBCE-GS.

St. John Paul II Multi-Purpose Center Officially Inaugurated

St. John Paul Il TVET

College & Youth Center
A new vocational training center named
after St. John Paul II was officially
inaugurated at the Ledeta Catholic
Cathedral compound in Addis Ababa.
The center aims to provide young people
with various vocational skills to help them

become self-sufficient and contribute to
the country's development.

This center, located at the Ledeta Catholic
Cathedral compound in Addis Ababa,
was officially inaugurated and blessed
on July 13, 2024, by His Eminence
Cardinal ~ Berhaneyesus  Souraphiel,
the Metropolitan Archbishop of Addis
Ababa, President of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Ethiopia. The ceremony was
attended by religious leaders, government
officials, community representatives, and
other invited guests.

His Eminence Cardinal Berhaneyesus
expressed his joy at witnessing the
center's progress and thanked all those
who had contributed to its establishment.
His Eminence reiterated the Church's
commitment to youth and emphasized
the importance of vocational training in
empowering young people to become self-
sufficient and contribute to the country's
growth.

Rev. Abba Petros Berga provided a
comprehensive overview of the center,
tracingits development from conception
to its current state. He emphasized the
significance of this vocational training
center in addressing the needs of young
people and highlighted the importance
of collaborative efforts to make it a
success. Following the introduction
of the center's management team, Rev.
Berga invited Dr. Ephrem Tekle, the
driving force behind the entire project,
to speak. He referred to Dr. Ephrem
Tekle as the 'Academic Strategic
Architect'.

Dr. Ephrem explained that the center
will offer a variety of vocational training
programs, including some that have not
been previously available in the area. He
announced that training in four different
fields is set to begin soon and that the
center plans to expand its offerings over
time.

The guests invited expressed their
enthusiasm for the center, emphasizing its
potential to empower young people and
contribute to the country's development.
They commended the Church for its
commitment to human development
and holistic approach to serving the
community.

Engineer Zekarias, Academic Dean of
St. John Paul II TVET, announced that
the center will provide training in music,
computer science, video graphics, and
building maintenance. With qualified
instructors already on board, the center
will soon open its doors to applicants. The
Dean encouraged parishes to identify and
nominate promising young individuals for
these training programs.

In essence, the St. John Paul II Multi-
Purpose Center represents a significant
step forward in the Catholic Church's
efforts to provide vocational training and
empower young people in Ethiopia.
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[ " God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”. (1 Cor. 1:9) )
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 Medical Mission Sisters

Called to be a healing presence at the heart of a wounded world f
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