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The Episcopal
consecration of the new
Bishop for the Vicariate

of Soddo, was held on
15th September 2024

Bishop Dejene Hidoto was ordained in a solemn ceremony at
the Holy Trinity Catholic Cathedral in Soddo, Ethiopia.
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The celebration began with a warm reception as Bishop-elect Dejene
arrived from his preparation at the Tikur Weha retreat center near
Hawassa, Ethiopia. In attendance were the City Mayor, esteemed
Bishops, local government officials, and guests from across the
country. Despite heavy rain on the evening of 14th September, the
youth and Police band joyfully welcomed Bishop-elect Dejene and
the guests, creating a memorable atmosphere. The local community
honored their esteemed visitors with a traditional welcoming
ceremony as a gesture of respect.

His Eminence Cardinal Abune Berhaneyesus, President of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Ethiopia, presided over the Holy Mass and
consecration ceremony for the new Bishop on 15th September. All
bishops were present, except for Bishop Tsegaye, former Bishop of
Soddo, and Bishop Tesfasellasie of Adigrat.

More than 250 priests, representatives from other religions, and
thousands of faithful gathered to witness this momentous occasion.
Monsignor Massimo Catterin, Secretary to the Nunciature, read the
official letter from Pope Francis, confirming the episcopal appointment
and formal transfer of leadership for the Vicariate.

In his homily, Cardinal Abune Berhaneyesus extended a heartfelt
welcome to the newly consecrated Bishop, calling on everyone to
support him through prayer and dedicated service. Addressing the
Bishop-elect directly, he said, “Be a faithful guardian of the Church,
serve the Church wholeheartedly, always remembering the Good
Shepherd. Love the poor and listen to the faithful.”

Solidarity messages were shared by former Bishop Tsegaye, who
could not attend due to illness, as well as Bishop Seyoum who was
service the Vicariate as administrator. Government officials, the
international Capuchin Friary Provincial, and representatives of the
faithful also voiced their support.

At the close of the ceremony, Bishop-elect Dejene, citing his motto,
“Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5), and emphasized that his
ministry will be guided by the words of the Holy Mary from John
2:5. He reflected on how Mary’s apparitions at Lourdes constantly
inspire him to remain a faithful servant of the Church. Furthermore,
he articulated his commitment to serving the Church, especially in the
context of Liturgical celebrations in Ethiopia, with a particular focus
on the Latin rite. Expressing heartfelt gratitude for the presence of the
Bishops, distinguished guests, and fellow Catholics, Bishop Dejene
called for their collective prayers and support.

Bishop Milkiyas, the newly appointed
Bishop of the Vicariate of Nekemte,

has been anointed

In a momentous continuation of blessings marking the Ethiopian New Year, the
Ethiopian Catholic Church celebrated the episcopal consecration of Bishop Milkiyas,
who has been appointed as the Bishop for the Vicariate of Nekemte.

Among the attendees was the former Bishop
Varghese Thottamkara, C.M., the current Bishop of
Balasore, India, alongside various bishops, priests,
special invitees, religious groups, families, and
devoted faithful from across the country.

In his homily, the Cardinal emphasized the sacred
duty of passing down the title of priesthood from
generation to generation, a tradition empowered by
the Holy Spirit received from Jesus Christ. After
conveying his heartfelt wishes, His Eminence
entrusted Abune Milkyas with the responsibility of
leading this new ministry appointed by God, urging
all Catholics to support their new shepherd with
patience and prayer.

In 2024, Pope Francis made a historic decision by
appointing three new bishops for the Ethiopian
Catholic Church, fulfilling the long-held prayers
and aspirations of the faithful in three dioceses.
These significant appointments include Bishop
Lukas for the Eparchy of Emdibir, Bishop Dejene
for the Vicariate of Sodo, and Bishop Milkias
for the Vicariate of Nekemte. This long-awaited
development marks a monumental milestone for
the Ethiopian Catholic Church, which had been
earnestly seeking local leadership for its spiritual
and pastoral mission. The events were attended
by a significant number of faithful from across
Ethiopia and neighboring countries, including
bishops, priests, religious sisters, and laypeople
from Eritrea, AMECEA (Association of Member
Episcopal Conferences in Eastern Africa), and
SECAM (Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of
Africa and Madagascar). This gathering reflected
the broader unity of the African Catholic Church
and its role in global Catholicism.

The consecration ceremonies were not only deeply
spiritual but also highly communal, celebrated with
overwhelming joy and participation from all sectors
of society, including local communities, youth
groups, government officials, and representatives
from various religious organizations. This large
and diverse turnout demonstrated the strong bond
between the Church and the Ethiopian people, as
well asthe importantrole the Church plays in both the
spiritual and social life of the nation. The presence
of ecumenical and government representatives also
showcased the Catholic Church’s commitment to
interfaith cooperation and dialogue, a key focus

The ordination occurred
on September 22, 2024,
at the Kidane Mihret
Catholic Cathedral

in Nekemte. The
ceremony was started
by a warm welcome
ceremony then
followed by a Holy
Mass and consecration
presided over by His
Eminence Cardinal
Abune Berhaneyesus,
President of the
Catholic Bishops'
Conference of Ethiopia.
that the newly appointed bishops are expected to
further develop and strengthen.

In light of Ethiopia's current conflicts, social
unrest, and growing humanitarian needs, the
Catholic Church is seen as a pivotal player in the
country’s ongoing efforts toward peacebuilding
and reconciliation. The consecration of these three
bishops comes at a time when the Church is called
to collaborate more closely with the government
and other religious bodies to address these pressing
challenges. The promotion of peace, dialogue, and
mutual understanding between communities will be
a central mission for the new bishops as they work
to heal divisions and foster a spirit of cooperation
and unity.

One of the most memorable aspects of the
celebrations was the incorporation of Ethiopian
cultural traditions into the liturgy, reflecting the
inculturation of the Catholic faith. Traditional
music, attire, and rituals were harmoniously
integrated into the ceremonies, enriching the
spiritual atmosphere while showcasing the Church's
respect for Ethiopia’s diverse cultural heritage. This
blending of Catholic and local customs symbolized
the Church’s commitment to mutual coexistence
and solidarity among different ethnic and religious
communities in Ethiopia. The new bishops, with
their deep understanding of local culture, will be
well-positioned to continue this effort, ensuring
that the Church remains relevant and rooted in the
communities it serves.

The appointment and consecration of Bishop
Lukas, Bishop Dejene, and Bishop Milkias are
seen as pivotal moments for the Ethiopian Catholic
Church. These new leaders are expected to play
a critical role in advancing the Church's mission
of evangelization, social service, and interfaith
dialogue, while also serving as beacons of hope and
unity for their respective dioceses. As they begin
their pastoral duties, the faithful eagerly look to
these shepherds to guide their communities in faith,
nurture spiritual growth, and strengthen the bonds
between the Church and the broader society. This
landmark event represents not only a new chapter
for the dioceses but also a vital step forward for the
continued development of the Catholic Church in
Ethiopia.

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their. trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)




14

Liln<

September 2024

Pope Francis Returns to the Holy See After Concluding 45th

Apostolic Journey in Asia and

Pope Francis embarked on his 45th
Apostolic Journey abroad, departing
from Rome's Fiumicino Airport for a
12-day visit to Indonesia, Papua New
Guinea, Timor-Leste, and Singapore.
This journey marks the longest of his
papacy, highlighting his commitment
to fostering peace, dialogue, and
interreligious cooperation. Upon landing
in Jakarta after more than 13 hours,
the Pope was welcomed by Indonesia's
diverse population, where Catholics
represent only a small percentage. His
visit emphasizes Indonesia's commitment
to peaceful cohabitation and diversity,
as rooted in the country's founding
principles, with enthusiastic support from
people of various faiths.

During his stay in Indonesia, Pope
Francis engaged in several key activities,
including an interreligious meeting at
Jakarta's Istiglal Mosque, where he
underscored the importance of friendship
and mutual respect across religious
traditions. Accompanied by the Grand
Imam, Dr. Nasaruddin Umar, the Pope
highlighted the significance of nurturing
unity amidst diversity. His meeting
with young people further conveyed
the message that differences can lead to
dialogue rather than conflict, reinforcing
the value of understanding and harmony.
His visit also included a celebration of
Mass, where he encouraged the faithful to
dream of fraternity and continue fostering
kindness in their communities.

The next leg of the journey took Pope
Francis to Papua New Guinea, where he
praised the country's cultural and tribal
diversity, while also appealing for an
end to violence and division. Addressing
civil authorities, he emphasized the need

for dialogue and cooperation to improve
health, education, and employment
opportunities for all. During his visit to
Port Moresby, the Pope met with street
children and those with disabilities,
offering them words of encouragement and
reminding them of their inherent value in
God's eyes. He also encouraged the local
clergy to continue their mission with hope
and courage, despite challenges.

In Timor-Leste, Pope Francis met with
enthusiastic crowds and focused his
messages on the integration of faith into
the culture of the people. Addressing large
gatherings, including one with nearly half
of the country's population, he celebrated
the vibrancy and youthfulness of the
nation. He underscored the importance
of welcoming and caring for children as a
symbol of the nation's future. The Pope’s
homily during a Mass reflected his deep
appreciation for the Timorese people’s
faith and resilience, as he encouraged them
to make space for the younger generation
and prioritize their well-being.

Thefinal stop onthe journey was Singapore,
where Pope Francis was welcomed
warmly. He recognized Singapore as
a model of progress, inclusivity, and
environmental stewardship. Addressing
the nation's authorities, he called for
continued efforts toward social justice
and sustainability, praising the city-
state’s initiatives in these areas. During
his time in Singapore, the Pope has met
with religious leaders and young people,
emphasizing the importance of unity
and dialogue among different faiths. His
interreligious message reiterated that all
religions are paths to God, urging the
youth to foster understanding and unity in
their communities.
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Pope Francis concluded his Apostolic
Journey with a Mass at Singapore’s
National Stadium, where he centered his
homily on love as the core of the Gospel.
This message encapsulated the spirit
of his 12-day journey through Asia and
Oceania. As he boarded the papal plane

Oceania
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to return to Rome, the Pope’s mission of
peace, dialogue, and care for creation was
evident throughout his travels. Upon his
return, he stopped at the Basilica of St.
Mary Major in Rome, offering thanks to
the Blessed Virgin Mary for her protection
during this historic visit.

Retreat is an integral part
of Christian life

It is a definite time spent away from
one’s normal life for the purpose of
reconnecting, usually in prayer, with
God. For every Consecrated Person who
is actively involved in God’s work is
encouraged to take out time to be with the
God of the work. The practice of leaving
one’s everyday life to connect on a deeper
level with God, in a quiet place is nearly as
old as Christianity itself

Therefore, from the 14th — 21st of
September, 2024, Seventeen (17)
Consecrated Women working in Ethiopia,
of nine different nationalities from various
Congregations met at the Consolata
Retreat Centre, Modjo. The goal was to
make a “Contemplative Retreat” which

was organized by Conference of Major
Religious Superiors (CMRS) yearly for
the Consecrated Persons in Ethiopia. The
Retreat Director, Fr. Anton Altnoeder S.J
hasbeen cominginthelastsix yearsto guide
such a retreat in Ethiopia. Contemplative
retreat is a long periods of silence and
solitude. This type of retreat differs from
Guided , Directed or Preached retreats. In
directed retreats, individuals meet with a
spiritual director for prayer and reflection
while Guided retreats follow the same
format as directed retreat, but usually
include an experience of individual or
communal faithsharing and processing
at the end of the day. Preached retreats
are led and preached by priests, Religious

or Lay faithful. In contemplative retreat,
emphasis on awareness of God present
in all his creatures (environment) and
becoming aware of what goes on within.

This kind of prayer practice is meant to
guide retreatants to grow from self —
Centeredness to God-Centeredness and
not only during the retreat but eventually
in all aspects of our life. In this retreat,
at least a quarter of a day i.e. six hours
is spent in group meditation together in
absolute silence. Most of the participants
had no previous experience in this way of
prayer, therefore, the meditation periods
were a bit stressful at the beginning for
some but gradually got used to it. Step
by step we were guided to be aware of the
environment with the use of all our senses
and to be attentive to the outside world
into ourselves, following our breathing
process, meditating on the power and
energy that flows to the hands and palms
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for about three days, and eventually to
pray with the name of Jesus.

Being on this journey together in a group
was a big support. The faithfully observed
silence and presence of all for all prayer
sessions was experienced as a help,
especially when one experiences a lack
of energy and discouragement. In the end,
all were glad and grateful to have lived
through the experience. With God’s grace
and faithful prayer practice, we will grow
into greater awareness of God’s presence
in our life.

Only the Consecrated Women took
part this year, it is hoped that our Male
counterpart will be available to take part
in the subsequent ones to come. The
participants are grateful to Fr. Anton and
CMRS for this opportunity.
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C’According to your faith [your trust and confidence in My power and My ability to heal] it will be done to you.” (matthew 9 29)]




15

<
(o}
(=3
N
e
Q
E
Q
=
o
Q
wn

JWOYON OppoOS
nqipwy jo Ayoredy 0 9)BLIBIIA O170)s0d 0 9eLIBJIA O1701s0d
sexny doysisy JO 9JeLIBJIA O1[0)S0dY JO 9JBLIEJIA Ol[0)S0dY

sig

RN

seAD I\ doysig dudla( doy

e =

R

yoany ) soyre) uvidoryyq ayy 10j sdoysig 33.ay I, paruroddy A[maN

" God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”. (1 Cor. 1:9)
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